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JSU volleyball sweeps last home games
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/01/jsu-volleyball-sweeps-last-home-games/
November 1, 2021

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
JSU Volleyball spent the weekend at home sweeping Bellarmine and Eastern Kentucky in
the Pete Mathews Coliseum. The Gamecocks competed in great games coming back from
their previous loss to Florida Gulf Coast. Starting the weekend off with a 19-5 overall
seasonal record, the team was able to make great achievements and pull off amazing wins.
The first game was played on Oct. 29 against the Bellarmine Knights. The Gamecocks were
able to sweep this great team 3-0, making this their 15th sweep of the season. JSU set the
tone of the game by getting the first point. After the Gamecocks had a seven to one run, the
Knights took a timeout to try and mess up JSU’s rhythm, which did not work. Carmichael
helped end the first set by getting multiple digs, ending 25-9. The second set had a rough
start. Bellarmine gets the first point, followed by a kill from JSU’s Quigley. Serving multiple
times out of bounds helped Bellarmine gain a few points, with JSU leading by only 8-6. A few
kills from Quigley and smart plays from Gonzales brought them a slightly bigger lead of 1812. To secure a win for this set, Thomas made an excellent dig for Garrison to assist Brown
in a kill, ending 25-20. This last play from the younger side of the team helped secure this
victory. The third and last set started with a .466 hitting percentage compared to Bellarmine’s
0.163 percent. This set was similar to the last. The Knight’s setter made a sneaky dump, and
Smith made an outstanding pancake to save the play. A block by Brown and Kindermann
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gave the Gamecocks the energy to step up their game 8-5. Montgomery continues by getting
a kill, then serving the last two points of the game. It ends with an ace by Montgomery,
making this a 25-18 sweep by the Gamecocks.
The statistics for Friday’s game showed that JSU’s hitters are almost unstoppable.
Montgomery and Kindermann tied for the most kills at 10 each, and they both tied with
Brown for the most blocks at two each. Even though the overall hitting percentage ended at
0.366, the first set alone was an astounding 0.538. During the first set, Lexie Libs managed
to achieve her 4000th assist, being one of the only few people at Jacksonville State to do
this; 41 of these assists were made in this game alone. Carmichael helped carry the defense
and had the most digs at eight, while Libs was a close second with seven. With help from a
very entertaining bench doing kicklines and Wii bowling spins to keep the energy high,
Jacksonville State dominated once again, making their record 20-5.
The second game of the weekend was against the Eastern Kentucky Colonels on Oct. 30.
Since this was their last home game, seniors Lexie Libs and Kaylie Milton were recognized
for their achievements. For the first set, JSU had a great lead with a run of 6-1 lead by
Kindermann. EKU had a great run to follow, pulling ahead, and eventually tying the game 1818. Quigley and Kindermann once again helped the Gamecocks come back with their kills,
ending the set 25-21. The second set again started with a great Jacksonville State lead
helped by an amazing kill from Montgomery. After maintaining the lead for the whole set,
JSU won it 25-18. The third set started slow, but a kill from Gonzales showed their lead 11-7.
After battling runs, the Colonels tied the score 18-18. Nelson put the Gamecocks up by
getting an ace, followed by a kill from Kindermann, and a second ace of the night from
Carmichael ended the set 25-21.
The Gamecocks made this their 16th sweep of the season. Although the score was close,
the match details are noticeably different from previous games. Jacksonville State had a
lower kill percentage than normal at 0.215; although, Eastern Kentucky had only 0.198. This
is shocking considering JSU had 40 kills total, being led by Kindermann with 14 individual
kills. Libs keeps racking up her total assists adding 33 from tonight. The most important
factor and game-changer were the serves. The Gamecocks had 11 aces led by Libs,
Montgomery, Schiffli, and Carmichael, each contributing two; meanwhile, the Colonels only
had one. Aside from offense, we can not forget about the great defense. Libs and Schiffli led
team digs with nine each, followed by Carmichael with eight.
The Jacksonville State volleyball players really do act as a team, and it can be seen through
the leaderboard statistics. This just proves that the team is well-rounded and capable of
anything. By sweeping both Bellarmine and Eastern Kentucky, Jacksonville State now has a
seasonal record of 21-5 with a few games left in the season. Their next game will take place
in Florence at the University of North Alabama on Nov. 5 at 5 p.m.
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JSU mourns loss of student
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/01/jsu-mourns-loss-of-student/
November 1, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The university mourns after the loss of one of its own. Yasmin Bolden, freshman at JSU,
passed away on the morning of Thursday, Oct. 28 at Anniston RMC. According to the
university, she died from a medical complication.
Yasmin was majoring in business at JSU, and this was her first semester at the university.
She recently started a YouTube channel called Yasmin Brielle where she was going to vlog
about beauty and lifestyle. She posted her first and only video welcoming people to her
channel on Sept. 23.
Friends and family of Yasmin took to social media to express grief over her death. The
several posts voice how much the beautiful, sweet girl who brought positivity to everyone
around her will be missed.
JSU President, Dr. Don Killingsworth, announced Yasmin’s death to the JSU family on
Facebook and via email.
“During this time of deep loss, may we come together as a JSU family to support one
another and the Bolden family,” Dr. Killingsworth wrote.
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Support is available for anyone who needs help processing their grief. Students can call the
Counseling Center at 256-782-5475 for assistance. The Employee Assistance Program is
also available to help JSU faculty and staff.
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Cross country visits Florida for the ASUN championships
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/01/cross-country-visits-florida-for-the-asun-championships/
November 1, 2021

Jo mayo, Correspondent
The Jacksonville State cross country team traveled to Orlando, Florida, on Oct. 30 to
compete in the ASUN Championships against 11 other universities. The Gamecocks had a
rough battle against these great teams. The men’s team finished 11/12 in the 8k, and the
women’s team also finished 11/12 in the 5k.
The women’s XC team tried their best, ending in 11th place with a score of 317 for their 5k.
Their team time was 1:37:47, averaging 19:34 per runner and 6:18 per mile. Liberty
University was Jacksonville State’s strongest competitor finishing first; meanwhile, the
Gamecocks managed to beat Florida Gulf Coast. Senior Sarah Jaloma came in 52nd overall
with a time of 18:48.3, but finished first out of the other Gamecocks with freshman
Bethlehem Manzano Jaloma right behind her with 18:51.0. This was a close finish with less
than a three-second difference. Miriam Schilz wrapped up the Gamecocks’ total time with an
impressive individual time of 20:57.6.
The men’s XC team also fought hard for their score of 358 and 11th place. The team’s total
time was 2:22:44, with a runner average of 28:33 for their 8k and their average mile being
5:45. Jacksonville State managed to beat Jacksonville, but North Florida dominated the
event, coming in first overall. Junior Alex Kitum led the Gamecocks, coming in 83rd overall
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and was first for the team with a time of 27:55.6. Freshman Rodrigo Fraga Odriozola
followed right behind in 84th with 28:09.2. Wrapping up the team time was Kaden Marker
with 29:48.0.
This was the first time the Gamecocks XC teams competed in the ASUN Championships in
two decades. Both men’s and women’s teams pushed hard as they ran against great
universities this weekend, but they sadly fell short, both coming in 11th place. Their next and
last seasonal meet will take place in Huntsville, Alabama, on Nov. 12 during the NCAA South
Region Championships. The Gamecocks are ready to give this final meet all they have.
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Breaking: reports hint at conference move to C-USA for
Jacksonville State
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/01/breaking-reports-hint-at-conference-move-to-c-usa-for-jacksonville-state/
November 2, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
After moving to the ASUN Conference this year, reports hint that Jacksonville State may be
on the move.
According to a Twitter post by Brett McMurphy, an insider with Action Network HQ, “FBS
independents Liberty & New Mexico State & FCS members Jacksonville State & Sam
Houston State likely joining Conference USA as all-sports members, sources
told @ActionNetworkHQ. Addition of those 4 schools will help replenish C-USA after recent
losses.”
According to a source from the report, an official announcement of the four new schools
could happen by the end of the week.
New Mexico State is a member of the Western Athletic Conference in all sports except
football, where they are independent, while Sam Houston State, the reigning FCS Football
National Champions, are members of the Western Athletic Conference in all sports. Liberty is
a member of the ASUN Conference in all sports except football, where they are independent.
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Despite the recent move, many view the ASUN Conference as a launchpad to an FBS
Conference. Florida Atlantic University, University of Texas at San Antonio and Florida
International University are all past members of the ASUN Conference who are now in
Conference USA.
Many schools have recently announced their departure from C-USA. Rice, Charlotte, Florida
Atlantic, UAB, North Texas and UTSA are leaving for the American Athletic Conference,
while Marshall, Old Dominion and Southern Miss are joining the Sun Belt Conference.
Today, it was reported by McMurphy that pending approval, Western Kentucky and Middle
Tennessee will also leave C-USA, as both schools are “likely” to join the Mid-American
Conference very shortly.
If this report becomes reality and the Gamecocks move conferences yet again, this will mark
the third conference change in just a few seasons.
This article will be updated as more information is released.
Attempts to reach JSU Athletic Director Greg Seitz were unsuccessful. However, reports
from the Anniston Star on Tuesday quoted Greg Seitz saying, “I can confirm that Conference
USA has reached out to us, and we have had discussions with league officials about the
possibility of Jacksonville State joining the conference,” Seitz said Tuesday afternoon. “The
landscape of collegiate athletics is constantly changing, but probably at a more rapid pace
now than ever before.”
JSU head football coach John Grass was also quoted in the report, saying in this Tuesday
news conference that “”I would say this: if Jacksonville State is ever going to move up to
FBS, probably now is the time. It’s now or never in the landscape of college football. That’s
my opinion on it, for what that matters.”
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Jacksonville State Football falls to 3-5 after losing to
Central Arkansas at home
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/03/jacksonville-state-football-falls-to-3-5-after-losing-to-central-arkansas-at-home/
November 3, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent
Central Arkansas visited Burgess-Snow Field where they defeated the JSU Gamecocks in a
38-14 final outcome Saturday, Oct. 30. Jacksonville State is now 3-5 overall with a 1-2 record
in AQ7 competition. JSU now needs to win the final three games of the season to continue
their streak of 18 straight seasons with a record of .500 or better. This record leads the FCS.
JSU turned the ball over twice in the first half that led to scoring from the Bears of Central
Arkansas. Breylin Smith, UCA’s quarterback, threw a 13 yard touchdown pass after leading a
75 yard drive down field in the opening possession of the game. Zerrick Cooper’s pass to
Ahmad Edwards was picked off in JSU’s ensuing drive which resulted in 23 yard return to
JSU’s 12 yard line. Smith scored on a quarterback run not long after, causing the Bears to
capture a 14-0 lead only six minutes in the game. JSU would score on a pass from Cooper to
Edwards cutting the UCA lead to 14-7 with a little over five minutes remaining in the first
half.
Jax State’s offense was on the move nearing the end of the first half when Cooper was
intercepted again. Trenton Dunn, a linebacker for the Bears, returned the interception for a
pick six to extend the lead for UCA to 21-7 with 1:15 remaining in the second half.
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Jacksonville State would respond in their opening drive of the second half. Josh Samuel had
a 48-yard rush, which is a season-long rush for him, that got the Gamecocks within striking
distance of the UCA goal line. Samuel would then score on a three yard rush with 10 and a
half minutes remaining in the third quarter. The score cut the lead for UCA to 21-14. The
momentum was taken from JSU after Central Arkansas scored 17 unanswered points in the
fourth quarter.
Cooper threw a third interception in the fourth which was returned for another touchdown for
the Bears. This pick six furthered the UCA lead to 38-14 late in the fourth. Even though
Cooper threw 3 interceptions, he completed 22 of 40 passing attempts for 248 yards and a
touchdown. The touchdown pass was Cooper’s 68th passing touchdown of his career.
Cooper also is now one touchdown shy of tying former Gamecock quarterback Eli Jenkins
with 89 touchdowns in total including passing and rushing. Samuel had a JSU season high of
113 rushing yards on 12 attempts. Nicario Harper, the All-American safety, led the Gamecock
defense with eight tackles. Yul Gowdy and Markail Benton both added seven tackles apiece.
JSU head coach John Grass said, “We’re just disappointed and frustrated. I thought once we
adjusted our defense after that first drive, we played pretty well. Offensively, yardage wise,
this was one of our better games, but you’re not going to win games like that by turning the
ball over three times. We’re also playing without two or three players a week now too. The
game should have been down to the wire though. Whether we win it or not, I don’t know but
it should have been down to the wire. The defense played well enough to win and
offensively, if we don’t turn the ball over, I think we’re in the game.”
Jacksonville State now prepares for their final home game of the 2021 season. Next
Saturday, November 6, Abilene Christian visits Burgess-Snow Field to face the Gamecocks.
This is another AQ7 matchup in which Jacksonville State desperately needs to come away
from with a victory. The game is scheduled for a 1 p.m. kickoff and will be available for
streaming on ESPN+.
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New coffee shop opens in Merrill Hall
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/03/new-coffee-shop-opens-in-merrill-hall/
November 3, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Coffee lovers will be excited to hear that JSU has added another coffee shop on campus. Z
Beans coffee shop officially opened Nov. 1, in Merrill Hall, which is the new building for the
college of business and industry.
Students can swing by the new shop and order coffee, tea, and other sweets. Z Beans is
unique because it imports its products from farmers in Ecuador. According to JSU News, Z
Beans will also offer JSU students domestic and international internship opportunities
starting in the spring of 2022.
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Dealing with depression as a college student
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/04/dealing-with-depression-as-a-college-student/
November 4, 2021

Whitney Ervin, Features Editor
To say this semester has been difficult for me is an understatement. Perhaps the most
extreme understatement I’ve ever made. Most days I wake up feeling like I never slept.
Getting out of bed feels like I’m dragging 50 pound weights around my ankles, and don’t
even get me started on how difficult it is to actually start the day. Assuming, of course, the
day ever actually gets started instead of me being frozen with panic at all the things I just
can’t quite muster up the energy to do.
I’ve struggled with depression for as long as I can remember. It’s a difficult monster to
contend with. One that likes to lurk in corners even when I’m finally, finally, finally starting to
feel a shred of contentment. Sometimes I fight it, and sometimes it’s easy. It returns to its
little corner in the back of my mind, and life goes on. Other times, I just can’t shake it. It
slithers around me like a soggy, rain-soaked coat.
I am depressed, but depression is not who I am.
I like to make people laugh, and I can do so without much effort. Even at my lowest, I’ve
received texts from friends, “you just almost made me spit out my coffee” because of
something I’ve sent. Nothing makes me happier than knowing I’ve brought a shred of joy to
someone’s day.
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I’m a supportive friend, even sometimes to people I barely know. There’s an empathetic
nature I suspect I inherited from my father, who wears his depression more like hardened
leather gloves as he works it away on random projects and a garden he boasts about to
everyone who will listen. He works hard at ignoring the sadness that’s lingered in him for as
long as I can remember.
I’ve often found myself having conversations with total strangers in which they spill their
stresses to me a little at a time. When I worked as a salesperson, this happened more often
than actual sales. Perhaps it’s the journalist in me that wants to connect with everyone I
meet.
I am depressed, but depression is not who I am.
So, why am I writing this? In truth, it started as a catharsis. Writing has always been my
strongest talent, or so I’m told. If I can get it all down in words, I can actually make sense of
the spilling over thoughts. However, as I sit at my desk on this chilly November day, I can see
through the haze that yet again I am trying to connect.
I’m not special in the weight I carry. In fact, according to Mayo Clinic, 44% of college students
reported having symptoms of depression and anxiety. Maybe I have a savior complex, and I
want to reach out to tell anyone who feels the same way as me that it’s going to be okay.
You are depressed, but depression is not who you are.
If you are struggling with depression or thoughts of suicide, please reach out for help.
JSU Counseling Services: 256-782-5475
National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 800-273-8255
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Gamecocks fall in ASUN quarterfinals to Lipscomb 6-0
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/05/gamecocks-fall-in-asun-quarterfinals-to-lipscomb-6-0/
November 5, 2021

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Friday, Oct. 29, the Jacksonville State women’s soccer team lost to Lipscomb by a score
of 6-0 in the ASUN quarterfinals. With the loss, the Gamecocks finished the season with an
overall record of 7-10-2 and a 3-5-1 record in their first season back in the ASUN
Conference.
This was the Gamecocks’ fifth appearance in the all time in the ASUN Women’s Soccer
Championship.
Lipscomb scored three goals in each period. The Bison scored three goals in a fourteen
minute span in the first period. Lipscomb’s Cami Rodgers scored two goals at the 9:39 and
24:36 marks and Kammy McGee scored a goal at the 13:37 mark.
Lipscomb’s Molly Grant, Noa Ganthier, and Shadia Valenzuela each registered a goal each
in the second period at the 59:14, 83:32, and 87:03 marks respectively.
The Gamecocks registered eight shots with seven shots on goal. Freshman Kylie Wells and
junior Reilly Kucko both registered two shots.
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“It was a disappointing performance and Lipscomb looked like a team that has been here
before. We got behind in the first half and I think as the season progressed, we improved,”
said head coach Neil Macdonald. “I think we are on the right path and we have been through
the ASUN and we now know what we need to do to improve as a program.”
The Gamecocks will now begin to prepare for the 2022 season. Although key members of
the team are returning, the team will need to replace Kucko, Cephana Deane, Alicia Pallister,
Julia Papa, and Auset Gibbs.
“We have the core of the team returning and we are excited about the future and who we are
bringing into the program,” Macdonald said. “We are on the right path and we need to use
moments like this to learn from.”
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Jacksonville State to join Conference USA in all sports in
2023
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/05/jacksonville-state-to-join-conference-usa-in-all-sports-in-2023/
November 5, 2021

Thomas Ashworth, Sports Editor
Jacksonville State Athletics announced on Friday afternoon that all JSU sports will move to
C-USA for the 2023-2024 academic year.
According to the press release by JSU Athletics, JSU President Don Killingsworth spoke on
the conference change, saying that “Jacksonville State University has and always will be
eager to listen to opportunities that put our university and athletics department in the best
situation possible, so when Conference USA reached out to us we were excited to listen.
With the landscape of collegiate athletics changing more rapidly now than ever, we are
thrilled to be able to align with a league with such an outstanding tradition as C-USA.”
Conference USA’s press release mentions that the move to add JSU, along with the three
other schools added, was approved unanimously by C-USA’s board of directors. The three
other schools added to C-USA will be Sam Houston State, who the Gamecocks football team
played earlier this year, Liberty, who is also a member of the ASUN Conference, and New
Mexico State.
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In a video put out by JSU Athletics, JSU Athletic Director Greg Seitz talked about how fast
the process was, saying that, “it happened really within the last eight to ten days. We
received a call from Conference USA asking about our interest, we set up a Zoom call with
leadership from C-USA, they made a campus visit earlier this week, we got the official invite
and finished the paperwork actually earlier this morning.”
Despite the swiftness of the move, Seitz noted that this wasn’t a haphazard decision for JSU,
stating that “we have been preparing for this moment for the last decade, if not 12 to 14
years.”
With the move, this will put Jacksonville State in a Group of Five FBS conference and will
allow the football team to qualify for FBS bowl games. This will put JSU with their in-state
rivals Troy and UAB as members of a GO5 FBS conference.
Conference USA Commissioner Judy MacLeod said in their press release that, “We are
incredibly excited about adding these four new members and feel there is tremendous
upside in these moves for our conference. This is a quality mix of established and emerging
universities that provides us with a compelling group to continue to build with, focusing on
competing for and winning championships well into the future. We have been deliberate in
our efforts for the past few weeks to get us to this point and will continue to evaluate and
consider our additional options for membership.”
This move happened along with a huge shift of schools around conferences across college
athletics. C-USA will be losing at least 9 of its members, including UAB, FLorida Atlantic and
Rice, due to conference changes. Middle Tennessee and Western Kentucky are also
rumored to be moving to the Mid-American Conference, but it has not been confirmed yet.
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Head football coach, John Grass, steps down from the
JSU football program
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/06/head-football-coach-john-grass-steps-down-from-the-jsu-football-program/
November 7, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent
Jacksonville State’s head football coach, John Grass, is stepping down from the position
after an eight year tenure leading the Gamecocks and a one year stint as an assistant. Grass
was sent off with a victory at Burgess-Snow Field against Abilene Christian in which JSU
won 40-25 in their final home game of the season. JSU and Grass decided to mutually part
ways which was confirmed in the post game press conference held Saturday after the win.
Jacksonville State’s athletics director Greg Seitz stated, “First, I’d like to thank Coach Grass
for his service to Jacksonville State, our football program, and to our student-athletes for the
past nine years. Since he was hired as our head coach in 2014, we’ve experienced new
heights in FCS football, including a trip to the FCS Championship Game in 2015.”
Grass took over the football program after serving as an offensive coordinator under former
JSU head coach Bill Clark who now is the head coach for the UAB Blazers. During his one
year as offensive coordinator, Grass’s offense broke numerous JSU and OVC records
according to JSU Sports Information. Grass finishes his time at JSU with an overall record of
72-26. He also led the Gamecocks to six Ohio Valley Conference Championships. Five of the
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six championships he won came within his first five seasons as head coach. These records
make Grass the most successful head coach JSU football has had since moving from
Division II to Division I in the mid 1990s.
“My time has come and gone here,” Grass said while addressing the media. “It’s been a
great ride. It’s been unbelievable. You can’t put into words what has happened here. This will
always be my home. We’ve raised our kids here for nine years. Me and my wife are both
alumni. This place has done so much for me that I can’t ever repay it.”
Grass also said, “As an era comes to an end, you look back and analyze it. There are so
many special people that made what we’ve done here happen. God put so many special
people in my life, and when we started it His hands have been on this program in so many
ways. I like to win and hate to lose as much as anyone, but the lives that have changed with
what God has done for our program has been unbelievable. It’s been the best thing I’ve ever
been a part of.”
John Grass has collected several personal accolades while coaching the Gamecocks. He is
the first coach in the history of the Ohio Valley Conference to win the conference’s coach of
the year honor for three consecutive years. Grass is also the first FCS coach to be named
the American Football Coaches Association’s region coach of the year in five successive
years. He also was awarded the AFCA’s national coach of the year following the 2015
season when the Gamecocks fought for an FCS championship. Grass had JSU in the
quarterfinals of the FCS playoffs just this past spring season.
The Gamecocks will now go into the last two games of the season with an interim head
coach. JSU faces Lamar on the road next Saturday, November 13, for a 4 p.m. kickoff. The
Gamecocks will then travel to Richmond, Kentucky to finish the 2021 season against the
Colonels of Eastern Kentucky on Saturday, November 20 . JSU will begin construction on a
stadium expansion directly after the season ends. The move by Grass and JSU comes after
a busy week as JSU announced a conference move into the Conference USA beginning in
2023. This move places the JSU Football Program in the Football Bowl Subdivision. The
conference move will also take place one year after the first official football season for the
ASUN who JSU joined just this past year.
While speaking on the compelling conference move Seitz said, “With an exciting time on the
horizon for Jacksonville State and Gamecock Football, we feel that the interest in our head
coaching position will be greater than it ever has been. We will begin a nationwide search for
our next coach, who will lead us into the FBS.”
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Golf ends fall schedule with Daniel Island Intercollegiate
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/07/golf-ends-fall-schedule-with-daniel-island-intercollegiate/
November 8, 2021

Coley Birchfield, Correspondent
The JSU men’s golf team completed the fall portion of their 2021-22 schedule this week. The
team finished 12th in the Daniel Island Intercollegiate which was played in Charleston, South
Carolina.
The Gamecocks shot 897, 33 over-par. They had an impressive opening round 291.
However, their rounds of 300 and 306 to finish out the tournament led to their final
placement.
Sophomore, Erik Jansson, has been impressive throughout the season. He once again led
JSU in scoring with a 219, three over-par. The performance earned him a 21st-place finish in
the tournament. Jansson has finished 21st or better in four of the five events this season,
leading Jax State in scoring two times.
Patricio Freundt-Thurne and Ross Napier were the only other Gamecocks to finish in the top50 of the 104 player field. Freundt-Thurne, a senior, shot six over-par. His final round, 75, led
the Gamecocks in scoring to round out the event.
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Napier, a Junior and Alabama-native, finished at 7 over-par, tied for 42nd. His round of 71 in
the second round led JSU in scoring. However, his 79 to finish the tournament was JSU’s
highest final day score.
Seton Hall won the tournament with a 858, six under-par. South Carolina’s two under-par
was the only other score to fall under-par. College of Charleston, Florida State, and 21stranked Virginia rounded out the top five.
Jacksonville State has seven remaining tournaments on their 2021-22 schedule. The next is
at Magnolia Grove Golf Club in Mobile on February 14-15. Their regular season will wrap up
March 28-30 in Kiawah, South Carolina.
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JSU’s women’s basketball takes big win in exhibition
game against Birmingham-Southern
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/07/jsus-womens-basketball-takes-big-win-in-exhibition-game-against-birminghamsouthern/
November 8, 2021

Kaelyn Albright, Correspondent

The JSU women’s basketball team began their season with a win in their exhibition game
against Birmingham-Southern, with the Gamecocks scoring 127 points to the Panthers’ 65.
The first half of the game was fast paced, with the Gamecocks scoring 77 of their 127 total
points. Birmingham-Southern could not keep up with the pace of the Gamecocks, only
scoring 30 points in the first half. Senior Kennedy Gavin and sophomore Keiara Griffin
scored the most points for the Gamecocks in the first half with 10 points each.
Senior Imari Martin was not far behind, scoring nine points during the first half. The
Gamecocks finished out with the same electric fast paced energy scoring three times back to
back. Imari Martin started off with a three pointer, followed by Keiara Griffin, and Nekiyah
Thompson scoring the last points of the half, ending the first half with a score of 77-30. The
Gamecocks defense was also successful in the first half having a total of 33 rebounds, and
five steals.

1/2

The pace slowed slightly in the second half, but it still remained a high energy game. The
Gamecocks scored a total of 5o points in the second half. Birmingham-Southern had a
similar performance to the first half, scoring 35 points. Senior, Imari Martin, continued to lead
her team to victory scoring an overall 20 points for the Gamecocks.
Freshman Bre’anna Rhodes also played a vital role for the Gamecocks in the second half
scoring eight points, resulting in a total 14 for the whole game. Kyra Williams also had a
great performance earning 12 points. Junior, Nekiyah Thompson had the highest number of
assists for the night with a total of six. Kennedy Gavin had the highest number of rebounds
for the Gamecocks with nine, and the team had a total of 57 for the night. JSU’s defense
ended up having 15 steals against the Panthers. The Gamecocks ended this exhibition game
with an overall score of 127- 65.
The next game for the Gamecocks is Tuesday November 9th at Pete Mathews Coliseum,
where JSU will play against Auburn University at Montgomery at 11:30 a.m.
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Jacksonville State comes out victorious in final home
game of the season
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/07/jacksonville-state-comes-out-victorious-in-final-home-game-of-the-season/
November 8, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent
For the Jacksonville State football team, a necessary win was achieved in the final home
game of the season against Abilene Christian University, 40-25. This game was also the last
game head coach John Grass will lead the Gamecocks in after mutually parting ways with
the program. The win puts the Gamecocks at 4-5 on the season with a 2-3 record in AQ7
play.
Jacksonville State’s offense was hot from the start in the first ever meeting between ACU
and Jax State. The offense finished with 497 total yards on offense with 225 of those yards
being through the air. JSU collected 272 yards rushing during the game as well. Running
back Josh Samuel led the rushing attack for JSU with 119 yards and a pair of rushing
touchdowns. Zerrick Cooper threw for 214 yards in the game on 18 completions with two
passing touchdowns both being hauled in by Sean Brown. Matthew Caldwell threw for 11
yards on one completed pass. PJ Wells led the Gamecock receiving group with 87 yards on
five catches. Uriah West followed Samuel with 76 rushing yards, and Matt LaRoche had 48
yards on two carries. The first carry for LaRoche he created a huge gain for the JSU offense
with a 42 yard rush.
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With the two passing touchdowns, Zerrick Cooper surpassed Eli Jenkins for JSU’s leader in
touchdowns responsible for with 90 touchdowns total. Jenkins was responsible for 89 during
his time at JSU. Brown’s two receiving touchdowns were the first two touchdowns of his
career. Samuel had his fourth game in his career with multiple touchdown runs.
The Gamecock defense created the first score of the game. ACU’s quarterback, Peyton
Mansell, threw an interception to Markail Benton who proceeded to return the pick 52 yards
for a touchdown. On the Gamecocks’ first offensive drive, Josh Samuel rushed for his first
score of the game. The touchdown came in a drive that lasted less than four minutes in eight
plays. During the ensuing drive for ACU, Malik Feaster intercepted the ball for the second
time for the JSU defense.
Abilene Christian scored on a field goal and a quarterback rush for a touchdown to cut into
the Gamecock lead. However, Alen Karajic hit two field goals for JSU to keep the Gamecock
lead at 10 going into the halftime intermission. JSU received the ball coming out of the
halftime break and scored on their opening third quarter drive to extend the lead 27-10. The
score came on one of Brown’s receptions for a touchdown from Cooper. Abilene Christian
would score late in the third quarter to cut the Gamecock lead to 10 again, but this would be
the last time the Wildcats scored until under two minutes were left in the game.
Samuel scored his second touchdown of the day on a 17 yard rush to kick off the final
quarter of play. Nicario Harper intercepted the Wildcats for the third takeaway of the game for
the JSU defense. Following the interception, Cooper hit Brown again for another touchdown
to increase the lead to 40-17. ACU would score a touchdown late in the fourth quarter, but
the 40-25 lead with 1:23 left in the game was too much for a possible comeback.
The head coach of the Gamecocks said, “It was a really good game and I’m proud of our
guys. They were resilient and played really well. Take away the knee at the end of the game
and we have 500 yards of offense, and our defense held them to around 300. I thought we
played a solid football game.”
The Gamecocks won their final home game of the season with this victory against ACU. JSU
will now travel to Beaumont, Texas next Saturday, Nov. 13 to battle the Cardinals of Lamar
University. Kick off at Provost Umphrey Stadium is set for 4 p.m. The game will be available
to stream on ESPN+. JSU then finishes the season with another road matchup against
Eastern Kentucky on Saturday, Nov. 20.
“It means a lot. Over the course of the years that I’ve been here, I’ve broken a lot of records.
I’m just happy to be in a situation where I’m more successful than I’ve ever been. I give credit
to my coaches and teammates. I broke it and they broke it with me, so we all broke it,”
Zerrick Cooper said, when speaking about breaking the JSU record for touchdowns
responsible for.
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